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Dear Secretary Mnuchin, Commissioner Rettig, Secretary Wilkie and Commissioner Saul: 

The COVID-19 public health emergency is taking a massive economic toll on families across the 

country. To provide immediate financial assistance to struggling individuals during the crisis, 

Congress passed and the President signed the bipartisan Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) – Act. This legislation directly provides most Americans with stimulus 

payments to help cover necessary personal expenses as the crisis continues. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will automatically send stimulus payments to eligible 

taxpayers who filed a 2018 or 2019 tax return. However, many Supplemental Security Income 

(SSI) beneficiaries, veterans who receive pensions, and Social Security beneficiaries, including 

retired seniors and individuals who experience disabilities, typically do not file tax returns. 

On Monday, March 30, the IRS published guidance indicating that the agency would require 

recipients of Social Security, Supplemental Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries, and veterans 

receiving pensions to file 2019 tax returns to receive stimulus payments. 

After bipartisan concerns were raised, the IRS announced late Wednesday, April 1, that Social 

Security beneficiaries will now receive their payments automatically, without needing to file a 

tax return. While we commend this move, we must ensure that other vulnerable individuals 

automatically receive their payments without having to file tax returns. SSI beneficiaries and 

veterans who receive pensions must receive these payments automatically as well, even if these 

individuals do not file tax returns. 

In 2008, 3.5 million Social Security beneficiaries and veterans never received a stimulus 

payment that they were owed. They were blocked by the nonsensical requirement that they file a 

tax return, although they owed no taxes. We cannot allow the same thing to happen now. Any 

delay will bring unnecessary harm. 

The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin 

Secretary of the Treasury 

U.S. Department of Treasury 

1500 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

Washington, D.C. 20220 

 

The Honorable Robert Wilkie 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

810 Vermont Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20420 

The Honorable Charles P. Rettig 

Commissioner 

Internal Revenue Service 

1111 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, D.C. 20224 

 

The Honorable Andrew Saul 

Commissioner 

Social Security Administration 

6401 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore, MD 21235 



The filing requirement places a significant burden on low-income families, individuals who 

experience disabilities, and our veterans. This is an unnecessary burden that will only create 

more red-tape for accessing these urgently needed benefits. 

Given this, we strongly urge you to ensure that economic stimulus payments are automatically 

sent to vulnerable SSI beneficiaries and veterans who receive pensions without these individuals 

needing to file a return. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________ 

Peter A. DeFazio 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



List of Signatories 

April 3, 2020 

Peter A. DeFazio 

Joaquin Castro 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Tim Ryan 

Alan Lowenthal  

Chris Pappas 

Bobby L. Rush 

David Trone 

Mark Pocan 

Ayanna Pressley 

Marcy Kaptur 

Paul D. Tonko 

Mark Takano 

Cheri Bustos 

Haley M. Stevens 

Susan Wild 

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 

Marcia L. Fudge 

John P. Sarbanes 

Joseph D. Morelle 

Jim Himes 

Grace F. Napolitano 

Ted Deutch 

Debra A. Haaland 

Joe Neguse 

Juan Vargas 

David Price 

Scott H. Peters 

Rashida Tlaib 

Hakeem Jeffries 

Gerald E. Connolly 

Barbara Lee 

Salud O. Carbajal 

Jackie Speier 

Elissa Slotkin 

Antonio Delgado 

Anthony G. Brown 

Andy Levin 

Jesús G. "Chuy" García 

Matt Cartwright 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Alcee L. Hastings 

Lucille Roybal-Allard 

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger 

Debbie Wasserman 

Schultz 

Julia Brownley 

Gregorio Kilili Camacho 

Sablan 

Anna G. Eshoo 

Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Ruben Gallego 

Nydia M. Velázquez 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

Carolyn B. Maloney 

Norma J. Torres 

Sean Casten 

Filemon Vela  

Jennifer Wexton 

Jamie Raskin 

Suzanne Bonamici 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, 

Jr. 

Peter Welch 

Albio Sires 

Katherine Clark 

Terri A. Sewell 

Steve Cohen 

Sylvia R. Garcia 

Chellie Pingree 

Cedric L. Richmond 

James P. McGovern 

Tony Cárdenas 

Lois Frankel 

Abby Finkenauer 

Harley Rouda 

Jerrold Nadler 

Nanette Diaz Barragán 

Adriano Espaillat 

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. 

Josh Gottheimer 

Joyce Beatty 

Greg Stanton 

André Carson 

Brian Fitzpatrick 

Bennie G. Thompson 

Jan Schakowsky 



Peter J. Visclosky 

Adam Schiff 

Adam Smith 

Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Eddie Bernice Johnson 

Darren Soto 

John Yarmuth 

Mike Levin 

Bonnie Watson Coleman 

Emanuel Cleaver, II 

Jason Crow 

David N. Cicilline 

Frederica S. Wilson 

Bill Foster 

Mary Gay Scanlon 

Conor Lamb 

David Scott 

Betty McCollum 

Gregory W. Meeks 

Stephen Lynch 

Rick Larsen 

John B. Larson 

Debbie Mucarsel-Powell 

Ann Kirkpatrick 

Dean Phillips 

Ed Case 

Dave Loebsack 

Pramila Jayapal 

Thomas R. Suozzi 

Kurt Schrader 

Mike Quigley 

Lauren Underwood 

Elaine G. Luria 

Ro Khanna 

Rosa L. DeLauro  

Denny Heck 

A. Donald McEachin 

Judy Chu 

 

 

 

 


